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MDHHS issues COVID-19 school guidance to  

help keep kids and teachers healthy 
 
LANSING, Mich. – Today, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) issued recommendations for schools to help prevent transmission of COVID-
19 within school buildings in an effort to reduce disruptions to in-person learning and 
help protect those who are not fully vaccinated. 

“I am pleased with the progress of our vaccination efforts in Michigan, with 56% of 
Michiganders age 12 and older having received at least their first dose of the safe and 
effective COVID-19 vaccine,” said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief medical executive and 
chief deputy for health at MDHHS. “These vaccines are the reason transmission of the 
virus in Michigan is at the lowest point in a year. However, as the school environment 
brings together large groups of individuals who may not yet be vaccinated, MDHHS is 
issuing this guidance to help protect Michiganders of all ages.” 

To help schools prepare for the return of people to indoor settings in the fall, the 
guidance outlines mitigation measures designed to protect students, teachers and staff, 
and maintain in-person learning. Schools can layer multiple prevention strategies 
developed by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to reduce 
transmission of the virus within school buildings.  

This will help minimize disruptions to in-person learning and help protect the people who 
are not fully vaccinated, which currently includes all children under the age of 12 years. 
All prevention strategies provide some level of protection, and layered strategies 
implemented at the same time provide the greatest level of protection.  

Key prevention strategies in schools include: 
1. Promoting COVID-19 vaccination for eligible staff and students. 
2. Correctly and consistently using well-fitted masks that cover the nose and mouth. 

CDC recommendations for when to wear a mask in school settings. 
3. Social Distancing: Physical distancing, including cohorting children together to 

reduce potential exposures. 
4. COVID-19 Screening, Testing, and Contact Tracing 

a) Encouraging students and staff to stay home if sick or having COVID-19 
symptoms. 
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https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/COVID-19_Guidance_for_Operating_Schools_Safely_728838_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/coronavirus/COVID-19_Guidance_for_Operating_Schools_Safely_728838_7.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/community-mitigation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fyour-vaccination.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290731704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rr87JcCNEDuHKC%2Fo6qXKy5e3LUSP2b6cwUhJ%2FR8CLdA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fmask-fit-and-filtration.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290731704%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fGj3W0mby0Nw%2FZv39cN%2BR6hJyFaI9vbIEfsGR5ehcFU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Fcloth-face-cover.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290741657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hpoTI8yv2pW7sVyU8AW7x4YtDA9frHyG7CBikEMlm%2Bc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fsocial-distancing.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290741657%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tIvZ7lojuViZIeVdvqI%2Fqt3EeH843vyCr3Ck%2FudoMwA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsymptoms-testing%2Fsymptoms.html%3FCDC_AA_refVal%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Fabout%252Fsymptoms.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290751611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=stAPUbCmkevAoZocqZaLB7yrT0e6XKkqB5lvP7Zdaxw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsymptoms-testing%2Fsymptoms.html%3FCDC_AA_refVal%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Fabout%252Fsymptoms.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290751611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=stAPUbCmkevAoZocqZaLB7yrT0e6XKkqB5lvP7Zdaxw%3D&reserved=0
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b) Encouraging students and staff to get tested for COVID-19 if having symptoms or 
if they are not fully vaccinated and are a close contact of someone who has 
COVID-19. 

c) Conducting screening testing. 
d) Implementing contact tracing and quarantine, collaborating with the local health 

department. 
5. Maintaining Healthy Environments 

a) Promoting handwashing and covering coughs and sneezes. 
b) Routine cleaning to help maintain healthy facilities. 
c) Avoiding crowded and/or poorly ventilated indoor activities (e.g., engaging in 

outdoor activities when possible and increasing ventilation for indoor activities). 
 

Michigan residents seeking more information about the COVID-19 vaccine can 
visit Michigan.gov/COVIDvaccine.  The latest information is available 
at Michigan.gov/Coronavirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.     
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsymptoms-testing%2Fsymptoms.html%3FCDC_AA_refVal%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.cdc.gov%252Fcoronavirus%252F2019-ncov%252Fabout%252Fsymptoms.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290751611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=stAPUbCmkevAoZocqZaLB7yrT0e6XKkqB5lvP7Zdaxw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fschools-childcare%2Foperation-strategy.html%23anchor_1616080181070&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290761577%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vgdvItq%2Bz5XybCyIPFYqp3ur17uYB%2B7Tjoq%2FbrtyxQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fphp%2Fopen-america%2Fcontact-tracing-resources.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290761577%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3dr5US%2BvFdJWmlKsop094qcrS9zm6kZ5ywunsTc2mS4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fhandwashing%2Fwhen-how-handwashing.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290771523%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=zZokHr3ppF2ClUo%2F9%2FG%2BaEw8FklY4ltN2SE8hNHHQ88%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fclean-disinfect%2Findex.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290771523%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DVYgx0aK0PiN19zJYmoHR4ufbL4LV3SKjRUE0gZ89CA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fventilation.html&data=04%7C01%7CSutfinL1%40michigan.gov%7C6b13c586e6fa45ecf58b08d937eb2228%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637602305290781493%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Yt%2Bv3D3Gn8jrhLtR8MG1%2Fz8ARQ%2BHlfC0FNCxZlNsUwQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html

